
IA HIGHWAY 14
CORRIDOR
STUDY



• Mill/Overlay in 2019, 
Iowa DOT Funded

• Opportunity for the 
City to Make Timely 
Improvements

• Additional Funds 
Would Be Needed

THE PROJECT

14



COMMUNITY INPUT - GOALS
• A Safe Corridor
• Increased Economic Vitality
• Open Space
• Improved Land-Use Compatibility
• Improved Pedestrian 

Accommodations/Connections



COMMUNITY INPUT – TO ADDRESS?
• Vacant/Run Down Buildings
• Condition of Commercial/Retail
• Vehicular Traffic Safety
• Beautification
• Condition of Residential 



THE ISSUES
• Unsafe 

Intersection/Roadway 
Conditions

• Narrow Right Of Way
• Incompatible Land-Uses
• Run Down/Vacant 

Properties



HOW DO WE ACHIEVE THE GOALS?
SAFETY - Right size the roadway for the 
traffic and the surroundings.
• Strategic improvements
• Reduce conflict points, reduce accidents
• Provide safe pedestrian connections
• Improve lighting



HOW DO WE ACHIEVE THE GOALS?
BEAUTIFICATION – Improve the visual 
quality of the corridor.
• Incorporate decorative materials and 

treatments at critical locations
• Infill planting and landscape treatments
• Decorative lighting, banners, and 

signage. 



HOW DO WE ACHIEVE THE GOALS?
LAND-USE COMPATIBILITY – What land-
use makes sense and where?
• Buffering industrial uses
• Create strategies for changing land use

and adapting sites for different uses
• Create an incentive for redevelopment



HOW DO WE ACHIEVE THE GOALS?
IMPROVE RESIDENTIAL, RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY
• Plan for economic development and target 

the uses/businesses that will draw people in  
• Consider multiple funding mechanisms and 

implementation strategies
• Have the public infrastructure to support 

growth.  It starts with a PLAN.



LETS TALK SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION
What Makes Roads Unsafe?
• High speed
• Conflict points
• Traffic volume that exceeds the roadway 

design
• Access management



LETS TALK SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION
• ROAD DIET: reduction of the 

roadway/travel lanes to achieve systematic 
improvements

• Current Traffic Volume: <10,000, Up to 
13,000 @ peak periods

• Iowa DOT threshold for 3 Lane: Up to 
20,000 



LETS TALK SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION
• 2013-2017:  221 Reported Accidents
• 75 caused injury
• 1 fatality
• The majority of accidents occurred while a 

vehicle was making a left turn.



LETS TALK SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION

Mid-Block Conflict Points



LETS TALK SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION

Intersection Conflict Points



LETS TALK SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION

Left Turn Site Distance



LETS TALK SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION
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LETS TALK SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION



CASE STUDIES
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DEVELOPMENT SCENARIOS
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